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INTRODUCTION  

“If you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another 

advocate to help you and be with you forever—the Spirit of truth.” 

John 14:15-17  

Welcome 

"Let the Church of the Nazarene be true to its commission; not great and elegant 

buildings; but to feed the hungry and clothe the naked and wipe away the tears of sorrowing, 

and gather jewels for His diadem.” These profound words were spoken by Phineas Bresee, one 

of our founding fathers. With that vision providing a framework, for over a century, Nazarenes 

around the world have been faithfully and relationally engaged in inviting and discipling 

unbelievers toward a relationship with Jesus Christ.  

 Today, on behalf of the Board of General Superintendents, I welcome you to this  

Special General Board Session of the Church of the Nazarene to uphold and emphasize our call 

as a people sent to make Christlike disciples and preach scriptural holiness in the nations. We 

come together to affirm our commitment to go in His presence, serve, and share the gospel 

message with a lost world in need of the Savior. As we continue in our commitment to making 

Christlike disciples, let us recognize that God goes before us to make a way and that the Holy 

Spirit enables us to perform this task for the sake of His Kingdom. Faithful discipleship involves 

every aspect of the church in shaping the believer. We pray that God will continue to pour out 

His Holy Spirit upon the church and upon this session of the General Board. May this be a time 

for us to reflect on the past year and ask for God’s wisdom and leadership as He sends our 

church in and with His presence into the world to fulfill His mission. 

 

Appreciation 

We gather for this special session of the General Board fully aware that this meeting is only 

made possible by the help and support of many capable and committed individuals. An 

international gathering like this requires careful planning and coordination. Our deepest thanks 

are due to all those who have worked diligently to bring us together today. Specifically, we 
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would like to recognize the following individuals for their contributions in organizing this special 

session of the General Board:  

• We thank our general secretary, Dr. Gary Hartke, and his entire office team, including 

Kelsey Main, administrative director, Jeff Gray, legislative coordinator, and Sarah 

Loganbill, meetings and events planner. 

• We are grateful for all the interpreters, translators, I.T. personnel, and communication 

specialists who work tirelessly to provide a seamless flow for these proceedings.  

• We thank Joy Hartke and the entire team in the Board of General Superintendents’ 

office for the careful work of coordinating this session of the General Board.  

TRANSITIONS 

We would like to celebrate and recognize the faithful service and contributions of 

individuals who have influenced and inspired the life of the church and its people. The 

celebration includes retirements and new assignments or roles for some individuals. The board 

also honors those whom we have lost who were dedicated to serving the church, institutions, 

or the missions field. 

 

Farewell 

Dr. Daniel Copp 

Dan Copp has been serving in a dual role as clergy development director since 2005 and 

as education commissioner since 2011 for the Church of the Nazarene. As director and 

commissioner respectively, Dan has provided oversight and support to Nazarene colleges, 

seminaries, and universities for the six world regions. Previously, Dan served on the General 

Board for the Church of the Nazarene and also as pastor and district superintendent. Upon 

retirement from his assignment at the Global Ministry Center on 1 April 2020, Dan will 

transition into local church ministry alongside his wife, Dr. Vicki Copp. Thank you, Dan, for your 

valuable contributions to Christian higher education and to the Church of the Nazarene. 
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Rev. Arthur Snijders 

A change is being made in leadership in the Eurasia Region. After six years of service, 

Arthur will be completing his regional director responsibilities on 29 February 2020. We thank 

Arthur for his invaluable services in ministry and to the Church of the Nazarene. 

 

New Leaders 

Dr. Klaus Arnold 

 In January 2020, the Board of General Superintendents announced the election of Klaus 

Arnold as director of Global Education and Clergy Development.  

Klaus currently serves as rector of European Nazarene College. As an ordained elder, 

Klaus has pastored three churches in Germany. He has also served as an editor and translator 

for several Nazarene publications, including the Church of the Nazarene Manual in German. 

Klaus and his wife, Martina, have served as global missionaries for the Church of the Nazarene 

since 1993. 

The Board of General Superintendents is confident that Klaus’ previous assignments and 

broad experiences, both as clergy and educator, will bring a wealth of leadership and global 

perspectives to his role as director of Global Education and Clergy Development. We welcome 

Klaus to this new role. 

 

Mr. Kevin P. Gilmore 

In September 2019, the Board of General Superintendents elected Kevin Gilmore to 

serve as director of Pensions & Benefits for the Church of the Nazarene. Kevin follows former 

Pensions & Benefits USA Director Don Walter, who passed away unexpectedly in March 2019. 

As an experienced certified public accountant for over 30 years, Kevin has extensive 

knowledge in the financial sector. From 2009 to 2016, Kevin served as the chief financial officer 

for MidAmerica Nazarene University. In that role and as a member of the university’s Board of 

Trustees, Kevin guided the school through significant financial challenges. 

The Board of General Superintendents is confident that Kevin’s accomplished leadership 

is vital to the ministry of the church as he leads and assists the Pensions & Benefits team to 
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effectively serve active and retired ministers, missionaries, and ministry staff. We welcome 

Kevin to this new role as we look forward to his successful leadership. 

 

Dr. Bob Brower 

We are pleased to welcome Bob Brower as the new president of the General Board. Bob 

follows former president Dr. Kafoa Muaror, who is pursuing his call to be a missionary on the 

Asia-Pacific Region. Bob has been serving as the president of Point Loma Nazarene University 

since 1998. We pray that God will give Bob great wisdom in his new assignment as president of 

the General Board. 

 

New Board Members  

We are pleased to welcome four new members to the General Board—Arnel Piliin from 

the Asia-Pacific Region, Jose Luis Barrientos from the Mesoamerica Region, Marta Gonzales as 

the SDMI representative, and Greg Mason from the Southeast USA Region. 

 

In Memoriam 

Dr. Donald Walter 

Don Walter, former director of Pensions and Benefits USA, passed away on 26 March 

2019 following a sudden heart arrhythmia at age 66. Don had been serving as director of 

Pensions and Benefits USA for the Church of the Nazarene since 1994. As director, he was 

responsible for overseeing a ministry that serves more than 17,000 church employees with 

financial support, such as retirement benefits and life and disability insurance. Don was 

committed to helping active and retired ministers and laypersons to make the most of their 

limited compensation dollars.  

Known to many as a friend to pastors, Don exemplified the Nazarene spirit of 

generosity, compassion, and genuine care for those who selflessly serve the Lord and His 

Church. Don was known for his humility, wisdom, discernment, knowledge, and passion for his 

work. The entire Nazarene family will remember Don as a faithful and committed leader.  
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Mrs. Adeline Lois Owens 

Adeline Lois Owens, pioneer missionary to Korea and wife of General Superintendent 

Emeritus Dr. Donald Owens, passed away 26 September 2019 at the age of 89.  

Adeline and Don pastored the Church of the Nazarene in Fairbury, Nebraska, before 

establishing their missionary call and being assigned as pioneer missionaries for the Church of 

the Nazarene in the Republic of Korea in 1953. Their missionary endeavors in Korea resulted in 

the establishment of a theological school in Seoul, which is now Korea Nazarene University. 

Adeline was first lady when Don was elected the second president of MidAmerica Nazarene 

College (now University) in Olathe, Kansas, in 1985. 

Adeline was known for being a prayer warrior and for her strong faith in Christ. Those 

close to Adeline, both outside and within the Nazarene family, have described her as being 

gracious, kind, and a joy to be around. Adeline will be remembered as a loving friend. 

 

UPDATES 

Throughout this quadrennium, we have been focusing on three priorities: missions, 

discipleship, and identity. We have been pleased to see the results of the missions project and 

the launch last year of Nazarene Missions: A Movement of God through the People of God. We 

want to reemphasize our commitment to being a missional church and a sent people by 

proclaiming our strategy, methods, and funding models for the 21st century. This message was 

communicated to our local churches through presentations at district assemblies and Nazarene 

Missions International conventions, a variety of printed resources in the U.S. and Canada, and 

digital resources available around the world in our five main languages.  

Nazarene Missions was the first step in exploring our mission statement, “to make 

Christlike disciples in the nations.” We will continue to live out our commitment to missions 

even as we place a new emphasis in 2020 on discipleship, beginning with this Special Session of 

the General Board. While we are still in the midst of consultations regarding our new 

discipleship framework, we anticipate the official launch at the General Board of February 

2021. Nazarene Discipleship, A Journey of Grace, will emphasize discipleship as a lifestyle as we 

strive to be more like Jesus every day. This framework for discipleship will point to Jesus as the 
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One who prepares the way before us through prevenient grace, rescues us from sin and death 

through saving grace, and guides us into a deeper relationship with Him through sanctifying 

grace. We believe the Journey of Grace will prepare and equip believers to grow in Christlike 

maturity, which will inspire them to share the message of Christ’s transformational love with 

others. We are thankful to SDMI and the launch team members for their hard work and support 

in all directions.  

These emphases are leading us toward the 2021 General Assembly, where they will help 

to complete the message of our identity. Our Nazarene identity establishes us as a holiness 

people called to love, serve, and share the message of salvation. 

All these endeavors are more than just another program or theme; they are part of our 

identity as holiness people. As a movement birthed, shaped, and guided by the Holy Spirit, the 

Church of the Nazarene has continued to be a missional and discipling church through its work 

in 162 world areas. More than 2.6 million Nazarenes around the world come together in 

worship through the ministry of 29,723 credentialed ministers in 30,875 churches. As reported 

in the 2019 assembly year, our church witnessed 221,686 decisions for Christ, we welcomed 

138,750 people into membership as new Nazarenes, and 90,364 Nazarenes were baptized. Our 

members are actively engaged in church ministries, including Nazarene Youth International 

with 438,965 members, Nazarene Missions International with 1,062,516 members, and 

1,328,436 people in discipleship attendance. Additionally, we have 51,342 students currently 

receiving Christian education through our 51 higher education institutions. Our members also 

support the work of the church through giving. This year, giving to World Evangelism totaled 

$36.4 million, and another $25.9 million was given to approved specials.  

All these statistics point to our Nazarene identity as a people called to represent Christ 

to the world.   
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In His Presence! 

 

“If you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 

advocate to help you and be with you forever – the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept 

him, because it neither sees him or knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will 

be in you” (John 14:15-17). 

Our God has never been a God distant from His people! Throughout the Bible, there is a 

recurring theme of God’s desire to dwell with His people perpetually. In the Old Testament, we 

learn that God offers to put His dwelling place among His people, to be their God, and to walk, 

live, and be with them always. For instance, Ezekiel 37:27 says, “My dwelling place will be with 

them; I will be their God, and they will be my people.” Indeed, God’s presence is always with 

His people. Yet, His presence cannot be recognized in a vacuum but is expressed through a 

message of hope for restoration and transformation. God’s presence takes His people on a 

journey of grace that leads to a life of obedience. As Brad Kelle puts it, God’s Spirit revives and 

shapes the human heart and character for “a life of undivided love and loyalty before a holy 

God.”1  

In the Old Testament, the best representation of God's presence was through the 

tabernacle and later the temple. The tabernacle/tent of meetings2 gave confidence to the 

people of Israel that God’s presence was with them through their journey in the wilderness. It 

convinced them that His power was among them.  

In the New Testament, God's presence in the world is best expressed through the 

incarnation of the Son of God, Jesus, the Messiah. In Jesus, God came to dwell3 among His 

people. In Jesus, God’s purpose is now fulfilled; He has tabernacled among us! This is not a 

fulfilment of a temporary presence but rather the inauguration and fulfilment of God’s 

presence that will last forever. Thus, even though, in the near future, Jesus was going to return 

to the Father, He wanted His followers to be assured that He would not leave them as orphans. 

                                                 
1. Brad E. Kelle, Ezekiel: A Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition, (NBBC, 2013), 305.  
2. Exodus 33:7-11, 40:34-38 
3. John 1:14 
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The Father and the Son would come and make a dwelling place with them4; the presence of 

God would continue to be with them through the Holy Spirit.  

God’s presence is transformational. He saves, makes holy, empowers for a Christlike life, 

and enables us to participate fully in God’s redemptive agenda in the world.   

Throughout the Gospel of John, Jesus declares that He is one with the Father; He is in 

the Father, and the Father is in Him. Jesus tells us that the works He does are the works of the 

Father. Jesus said He would ask the Father to send the Holy Spirit in order to continue this work 

of the Father: another Paraclete – another one like Jesus who would come alongside the 

followers of Jesus. With the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Father and the Son would come and 

make a home with His people. This Holy Spirit would come to be a continued presence of God 

in the world.  

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth, who guides us into all truth. It is through the work of 

the Holy Spirit that we come to understand, live, and grow in God's truth.  

  Living and growing in God's truth is much more than acquiring knowledge. Yet, acquiring 

knowledge is critical in the journey as a means of grace; knowledge about God and our 

experiences of grace are of utmost importance in our walk with the Lord! Living and growing in 

truth sets us free, individually and collectively, from sin and the bondage of sin. This freedom 

begins with putting one's trust in Jesus Christ and remaining in the path of trusting Him. The 

Holy Spirit enables us to do this. H. Orton Wiley says it better: "…the primary element in faith is 

trust; hence saving faith is a personal trust in the Person of the Saviour. We may say in this 

connection that the efficient cause of this faith is the operation of the Holy Spirit, and the 

instrumental cause is the revelation of the Truth concerning the need and possibility of 

salvation."5  

Also, it is critical to underscore that the Holy Spirit did not come only for the sake of the 

believers. The Spirit is in the world to serve all. God is drawing all people into a relationship 

with Him. The Holy Spirit leads both the unbeliever and believer into truth.  

The Spirit is in the world, but as Jesus said, the world cannot accept Him because it does 

not see or know Him. This echoes what John 1:9-10 tells us at the beginning of this Gospel: “the 

                                                 
4. John 14:18, 23 
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true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the world, and 

though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.” That is, God is 

already at work in the world, but the world cannot see, recognize, or accept Him because they 

do not know Him.6 But, God does not give up on His creation. Today, through the work of the 

Holy Spirit, God is continuing to draw and awaken everyone to his or her need for God.  

Therefore, our discipleship ministry must continue to have a passion to both reach 

unbelievers (those who have not yet come into a relationship with Jesus as their Lord and 

Savior) and disciple believers of all ages. Making Christlike disciples includes evangelism! 

Obedience is made possible through the work of the Holy Spirit, who instructs and reminds us 

of Jesus’ teachings. We are made new in Christ not through our own effort. However, we must 

respond to God’s offered grace.  

The Church of the Nazarene is committed to discipleship ministry, to equip believers of 

all ages in local churches and to reach and disciple our communities. There are many today who 

are followers of Christ as a direct result of Sunday school7, a small group, or other discipleship 

related ministries. The church, enabled by the Holy Spirit, has sought to teach the Word of God 

faithfully, leading many people of all ages to faith and deepening the knowledge of truth for the 

followers of Christ. We are invited to partner with the Triune God in bringing redemption in the 

world through making Christlike disciples.  

One of my favorite stories of church planting is that of a church planted by children as a 

direct result of discipleship ministry. 

In the year 2000, a local church, Matola Cidade, in Mozambique, held a Vacation Bible 

School. Children were invited from the nearby communities to participate. Among those who 

came were children from an area called Matola Rio. This was a new community resulting from 

urbanization. These children had to walk a long distance and cross a dangerous intersection to 

get to the church, but they came anyway.  

                                                 
5. H. Orton Wiley, Christian Theology, vol. 2, (Kansas City, Beacon Hill Press, 1952), 367-68. 
6. John 14:17 
7. Floyd Cunningham, Our Watchword & Song: The Centennial History of the Church of the Nazarene, (Kansas City: 
Beacon Hill Press, 2009), 449-59. 
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At the end of each day when these children returned to their community, they did 

something that no one would have anticipated. They joined together under a tree, sang 

together the songs they learned at VBS, repeated the Bible verses, and attempted to reteach 

the lesson of the day. Other children and youth, even adults, began to join to listen and watch 

what was going on.  

Throughout the week, the group of children coming from Matola Rio to the Matola 

Cidade church increased. When the VBS was over, the children continued to attend the church 

every Sunday for several weeks, while also continuing to have their little gathering under a tree.   

The parents of these children, concerned about the dangerous commute, contacted the 

pastor. They thanked the pastor and the church for the impact they were making in the lives of 

their children and asked if there was a way to have a Nazarene church in their community. As a 

result, a Sunday school teacher was sent to join and disciple these children in Matola Rio. The 

children’s church under a tree continued to attract people of all ages. Today, Matola Rio is an 

organized church and continues to make a difference in its community. 

This church is a direct result of children making Christlike disciples. All this because a 

local church was intentional and committed to teaching the Word of God to all, deepening their 

knowledge of the gospel, equipping the followers of Christ to join the Lord, and reaching out to 

those who had not yet heard the gospel.  

The Lord can change the hearts of people of all ages. The Lord can use people of all 

ages. But, as His people, we must respond to the call to remain in His presence, go in His 

presence, and allow the Holy Spirit to teach and guide us in all truth.  

We must remain committed to making Christlike disciples, recognizing that God goes 

before us to make a way and to draw us into a relationship through prevenient grace. Jesus 

rescues us from sin and leads us into the truth that sets us free through saving grace, and the 

Holy Spirit empowers us to live fully consecrated to God through sanctifying grace.  

Now, join the mission of God. Go in His presence, recognizing that the Holy Spirit is with you, 

enabling you to be a Christlike disciple and to make Christlike disciples in the nations.  
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Prayerfully and respectfully submitted, 

 

The Board of General Superintendents 

 

Eugénio R. Duarte 

David W. Graves 

David A. Busic 

Gustavo A. Crocker 

Filimão M. Chambo 

Carla D. Sunberg 

 

 

 

 Prepared and read by Filimão M. Chambo 

 

 


