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Boldly to the Throne

By Dr. Dave Neale, Victoria Church of the Nazarene

Over the next three weeks we deal with some particularly interesting passages from Hebrews; here in
chapter 4:12-16 and next week in 5:1-10, and then in chapter 7 on Oct 24. I’m glad these are
back-to-back in our readings because it gives me more time to explore the meaning of having a high
priest who is able to sympathise with our weaknesses, but who in every respect has been tested as we
are, yet without sin (4:15)

And then vs 16: Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that so that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of trouble (vs 16).

The books of the NT that show us the clearest picture of the humanity of the Son of God are the gospels,
the story of Jesus’ life, and Hebrews. These passages in Hebrews are remarkable for the way they shine a
light on the inner experience of Jesus.

Nowhere else in the Bible are we given a window into what Jesus experienced. It is just completely
absent even from the gospels where, except for a place where it says ‘Jesus wept,’ or ‘Let this cup pass
from me.’ There were flashes of exasperation at times, ‘Brood of vipers!’ But other than these brief
glimpses, the inner life of Jesus is hidden from us.

But again, Hebrews does this in a way that brings new language (as we saw last week) and new insight in
to the on-going effort to understand ‘Who was he?’; the author goes far inside Jesus’ experience. In this1

sense the Book of Hebrews has a very modern perspective. We moderns are very focussed on how we
feel and what experience but the ancients were not. The first person in literature who talked extensively
about his feelings was Michel de Montaigne in the 16th century.

This makes Hebrews quite unique.2

And so we linger here for three weeks.

In terms of context I think it is really important for us to bear in mind that the political, religious and
social world from which these ideas emerged, which I alluded to last week, was a time the world was in
chaos and upheaval. In this time of the writing of Hebrews, Christians were dying for their faith in Christ.
A political and religious environment that was a deadly toxic brew.

If you are a Christian in Jerusalem at this time your apparent lack of allegiance to traditional Judaism in
interpreted as infidelity to your homeland, your identity as a Jewish follower of Jesus makes you a
rebellious Jew to the Romans. Constant double and triple jeopardy. It’s why the Book of Hebrews talks
quite a bit about people falling away from the faith.

The Christians finally had to flee Jerusalem en masse to Pella, a small Hellenistic city up the Jordan Valley
in 67 A.D. as the Romans were descending on the city.

2
We could also note that it is the finest Greek in the NT. Complex and beautiful, and showing evidence of the Hellenistic influence of the kind of

learning being pursued Alexandria, and thence arose Adolf von Harnak’s view that it might have been written a woman, the possibly Alexandrian

Pricilla or perhaps by both she and her husband Aquilla (Acts 18:2).

1 In finding ways to express who Jesus was Hebrews uses 169 words that are found nowhere else in the NT. He/she was a true theological
innovator.
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Mark 13:14 is probably a reference to this descending persecution when Jesus said: “But when you see
the desolating sacrilege set up where it ought not to be (let the reader understand), then those in
Judea must flee to the mountains…”3

In the text

For we do not have a high priest who us unable to sympathise with our weaknesses, but who in every
respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin (4:15)

Of the many, many things we could talk about in this passage, let me focus on three things.

1. Jesus has been “tested as we are” yet without sin. The word is peiradzō. There are two meanings
of the word. Sometimes this means “tempted” in the negative sense of giving into to
“enticement to sin.” But I don’t think we are being invited here to reflect on whether or not
Jesus had  a struggle with sin in that way. It’s none of our business. That’s pointless because he
was without sin.

But Jesus was “tested” and this is the second, more positive meaning of the word . I think it is the sense4

that is in view here. This is what happened to Jesus in the wilderness with the devil; the Pharisees and
others were always coming to “test” Jesus. It isn’t about enticement to sin, it is about strength of
purpose, patient endurance, loyalty to God and persistence of faith in times of testing, it was about the
long game.

There is a sense in which we live a life of testing. Everyday the world tests our metal, our backbone, our
commitment to virtue and good works and love of one another.

Our Saviour understands what it is like for you, because he lived it too. … who in every respect has been
tested as we are, yet without sin. That is he never was disloyal to God. This is our aspiration, our goal,
which we often miss the mark on. Nevertheless, Jesus inspires us to loyalty to God.

2. It says he is able to sympathise with our weaknesses. Here the word is sympatheō, “sum” means
with, “patheō” means to feel. It means ‘to feel along side’ of you. He doesn’t feel sorry for us. He
is able to feel with us the strain of life because he experienced the strain of life.

As the Gospel of John says, And the Word became flesh and lived among us… (John 1:14)

I might put it this way…he is able to feel the pain of our weakness with us… (Heb 4:15)

I’ve just returned from a two-day workshop in Hope with fellow pastors on the Nazarene District from
throughout BC. Most of them small struggling churches. We should always be in prayer for them. We
gathered to learn about Indigenous relations. Interestingly, our presenter was a Chief of the Cheam
peoples, who also is the pastor of the Pentecostal church in Chilliwack. The Rev Andrew Victor.

I met a former student there who is now a pastor, and whose oldest daughter is now attending Ambrose.
It was amazing for me to consider how the work we do as Christian educators has generational
importance.

4 See for example Matt 16:1, 19:3, 22:35; Mk 8:11; Jn 6:6.

3
All of the warnings against unbelief in Hebrews, and some of them are pretty pointed, need to be understood against this fraught atmosphere.

Don’t deny your faith, even though you may suffer extreme persecution. Don’t abandon your confidence, it brings a great reward (Heb 10:34)
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He turned to me on a break and said, ‘You know Dr. Neale, I have two memories of you from college….
Cold-hearted for kicking out his girlfriend for low academic performance, and for making fun of him for
coming to school on crutches after getting a charlie-horse in a basketball game.’

Fortunately, you see, Jesus isn’t like a cold-hearted dean of academics who throws you out if you don’t
perform!

3. We have this extraordinary notion that we are to approach the throne of grace with confidence
that He will help us in time of need. First, consider this phrase throne of grace

Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help in time of trouble (vs 16).

This is pure gospel if I’ve ever heard it.

We have been disloyal to God. We have failed the test of love for one another. We’ve fallen prey to
enticements to sin over and over.

And yet… we are invited to be confident in our approach to the throne (parrēsia, “courage, confidence,
boldness, fearlessness, esp in the presence of persons of high rank; BAG, p. 636).

Confident, not in ourselves. Not in what we have done or left undone. But confident in his mercy.
Because He understands. Because he has been in the body of flesh alongside us. That is why his mercy is
so meaningful.

I’ve never been in the presence of royalty. I think I saw the Prince Charles motorcade zip by once many
years ago in Sheffield, England, but that would be about it. But I do watch a lot of TV and I love historical
dramas, especially British, Chinese and Korean (Joseon period) period pieces. From what I have seen I
don’t think you just saunter up to any throne with boldness.

Look at this phrase. Throne of Grace (tō thronō tēs charitos). This is the only place in all of scripture that
this phrase appears. Charis means “favour, grace, gracious care or help, good will” (BAG Greek and
English Lexicon, p. 885)

These words don’t belong together. Thrones aren’t about grace. They are about Power. Dominance. Fear.
Death.

The only throne you can approach with boldness is a Throne of Grace. Not a throne of power,
dominance, or fear of death. We don’t approach this throne in self-pity. God doesn’t feel sorry for us. He
provided grace. Self-pity is the opposite of boldness and confidence in God’s help.

Why can we approach with boldness? It is because we don’t approach based our own virtue or
righteousness. We approach with boldness because our high priest has shared our experience and made
purification for us, we approach with boldness because it is the Throne of Grace. This is pure gospel.

Another way this phrase could be understood it is the enthronement of throne of grace, Therefore let us
approach grace enthroned on High, for Jesus when he had made purification for our sins, sat down at
the right hand of Majesty on High - on the place where grace is enthroned. (Heb 1:3)

And so, this is the
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● Throne of favour
● Throne of gracious care and help
● Throne of good will

And this throne isn’t temporary, its eternal… But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever
and ever…” Heb 1:8,

And when we are told that Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that
was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand
of the throne of God, grace enthroned (Heb 12:2).

[Brent and musicians come]

It’s time. We are going to open these altars this morning. The front pews are largely empty. Let’s do it
safely with distance. But if you have a desire to come to this Throne of Grace today you get up and come
forward during this last song and we will have a time of Thanksgiving Prayer together. You come… And
find grace to help in time of need. Amen

Thanksgiving indeed.

Amen
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